NEGOTIATIONS for the pur-
chase of Bond University’s land
and buildings by the University
of Queensland have broken
down.

University of Queensland Regis-
trar Douglas Porter confirmed that
talks between officials of both uni-
versities ceased about two weeks ago.

The impasse comes as a court
case looms between Bond University
and the owners of the land in relation
to the university’s claims that it has a
lease and tenure over the property.
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But John Allpass, of KPMG Peat
Marwick, the receiver for the land
owner, says Bond has never paid rent
or maintenance for the campus.

Bond University has been outspo-
ken in its opposition to UQ’s pur-
chase of the land, saying it is a threat
to Bond’s independence.

Mr Porter said UQ was forging
ahead with its bid despite the set-
back.

“We are talking to the receivers,”

he said. “We still have some time be-

fore the contract needs to be ful-
filled.”

Mr Porter said negotiations had
been continuing with Bond Universi-
ty until about two weeks ago.

He said UQ had made proposals
to Bond in relation to a lease, rent
and the possible.future purchase of
the campus.

Until about November last year
these discussions had been amicable,
but they had since deteriorated.

One of the major problems had
been both sides’ interpretation of ‘in-
dependent’.

Mr Porter said UQ was not
threatening Bond’s independence as
a private institution, but had asked to
have three representatives on the uni-
versity’s board of 11.

He said this request was prompt-
ed by the fact that UQ was making a
large investment through its pur-
chase of the university site, buildings
and hundreds hectares of surround-
ing residential land.

“All we're asking for is an oppor-
tunity to work together with a private
university,” he said.
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