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Queensiand Premier Sir Joh Bjelke-Fetersen is shown a model of the
proposed Bond University on the Gold Coast by Peter Beckwith of the Bond
Corporation.

THE potential success of the proposed
Bond University at Miami can best be
measured by the academics and students

who are lining up to be involved with the
project.

The university proposal has provoked a contro-
varsial response from a number of areas in society,
but ocpposition seams 10 make its backers more
datarminad

There has been an early rush irom academics
around Australia seeking jobs with the planned uni-
varsity,

And already the planners are receiving inquiries
from parents and others wanting to book in stu-
denls.

The public response has caused a few problems
tor the Bond Corporation which has yet to set up a
complete administration

Moves are under way to have the umiversity's
tirst vice-chancellor appointed, and Mr John Ford
— tha first registrar with Sydney’'s Macquarie Uni-
versity — has been appointed secretary of the
planning and advisory council

The Bond Corporation plans o establish the uni-
versily among the pine traas al the Burleigh Foresl
Estate at Miami by 1988

The project is planned to cost $125 million, and
will cater for 2500 students with an acadamic atafl
of aboul 200.

The Bond Corporation’s concept lor the univer-
sity promises that it will "stand out in terms of archi-
tecture, acadamic excallence and achievemant’

The Bond Corporation's Gold Coast representa-
trve Mr Brian Orr said the universily would benefit
avaeryone

“It is the intention to createa & unique university
environmeni based on the principles of privale an-
terprise and utilising state-of-tha-art technology to
achieve prolassionalism in international communi-
calion skills and applied research,” he said.

The university's plar- =g and advisory council

Bond university

will be responsible for guiding the development of
the university and saelacting its stalf.

There have already boen dozens of applications
for positions with the university from highly quali-
fied academics fram around Australia, and other
inquiries from hopeful students,

Mr Orr said the organisation would be able to
give firm directions to prospective students naxt
yaar alter the appointment of the university's head.

Programmes envisaged for the Bond university
would be geared to take technically trained people
and fit them into business,

“We naad more entrepreneurs like Alan Bond,
who are keeping the country alive,” said Mr Orr.

The decision to establish the Bond University is
the culmination of a 10-year campaign to establish
a univeraity or institute of technology.

Some courses are planned to start next year in
the new Gold Coast College of Advanced Educa-
tion. =

Alan Midwood of quantity surveyors Rider Hunt
and Partners said he believed the university had
the best poasible chance of success on the Gold
Coast,

“The need for @ university on the Gold Coast is
desparale as the parents ol any teenage children
will tell you,” said Mr Midwood.

“Once the cultural centre opens later this year it
i8 the only civilising leature this cily lacks.

“And with the current state of the Government's
tinances, it is hardly likely there ware any plans in
the pipeline to provide one from public funds.”

Mr Midwood pointed out thal the Geold Coast
currently had a population of 235,000, including
maore than 200,000 permanent residents.

“It doubles every 10 years, 80 by the time any
governmeant univeraity could be in operalion, say
1880, there will be over 270,000 permanent resi-
dents.” ha said.

“The catchmant area for the university is much
graaler than this.”






