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| A PLAN of the proposed Enmi University of Applied
Technology to be built on the Gold Coast.

THE Bond university would
go ahead despite objections
by the Federal Government
and academic groups, the
Bond Corporation's Gold
Coast representative, Mr
Brian Orr, said yesterday.

He rejected claims the
university would be elitist,
controlled by businessmen
and forfeit academic stand-
ards and independence.

“It will not be run under
the thumb of Alan Bond or
the Bond Corporation,” Mr
Orr said.

“We are looking at build-
ing a university that will
have standards and degrees
recognised world-wide.
Bond Corporation is not pro-
posing to put up a university
where Peuph: can buy a
degree.”

The university was a long-
term investment that would
recoup its cost by marketing
its research. A project al-
ready planned for its sci-
ence-engineering research
was designing artificial
limbs 1o be built and export-
ed by Australian firms.

“Australians are known as
a race of inventors,” Mr Orr
said.

“But those inventors all
too often have to go overseas
to develop their ideas and we
end up buying the product
back from our competitors.”

The Bond University of
Applied Technology would
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reverse that trend and devel-
op its own research in an ad-
jacent technology park. It
also would train students in
business communication and
administration so they could
market an idea from concept
to export.

Mr Orr said most busi-
nessmen feit new graduates
were out of touch with busi-
ness and the economiecs of
their chosen profession. The
university would produce
all-round businessmen, not
“tunnel-vision™ profession-
als.

Strong departments in
Asian languages would give
students skills to trade with
our near neighbors, some-
thing universities now
lacks

An advisory council would
soon be appointed to set uni-
versity admission and degree
standards as weil as select
professional staff. While the
council would have some
business representatives,
most members would be aca-
demics.

Mr Orr said this academic
control of top administration
would ensure the university's
independence. Several

rominent academics had
een approached and had
agreed to join.

Mr Orr said publicly and
privately-funded secondary
institutions co-existed and
the same could apply to ter-
tiary institutions.

High research standards
would attract the best aca-
demics to work and teach at
the university.

He said he expected to be
flooded with student entries.
The exact fee had vet to be
determined, but the campus
layout was already planned.

The administration, li-
brary and student centres
would be flanked by business
administration and tourism
and engineering and medical
research departments. There
would be individual town-
houses or larger student dor-

mitories
In Canberra, the Science

Minister, Mr Jones, wel-
comed debate about the uni-
versity but dismissed the
plan as superficially attrac-
tive and not properly
thought out.

The superficial attraction
relied on its copying ele-
ments of the United States
model where some of the
best universities, including
Stanford, Harvard, Yale,
Columbia and Chicago,
were private,

The Australian Teachers'
Federation said yesterday
the university threatened the
concept of accessible, high
quality tertiary education.




